RIGHTEOUSNESS BY GRACE
(Outline)

Romans 3:21-22: “But now the righteousness of God without the law is mani-
fested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 2E ven the righteousness of
God which is by faith of ] esus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for
thereis no difference:”

Weneed arighteousness that equals God's in order to be accepted beforeHim. Be-
cause of our sin, the greatest thing we need is acceptance, or right-standing with God.

A righteousness that is according to the law is a righteousness of doing, earning, and achieving in
order to be accepted by God.

Thekind of righteousness that G od offers us is a righteousness not according to doing
oraccording to law butonethatisthrough faithinJ esus Christ's righteousness.

God offers this righteousness to all people because all have sinned and come short of
God’'s standard of perfection.

Philippians 3:9: “And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righ-
teousness which is of God by faith.”

Therearetwo kinds of righteousness:

1. Therighteousnessof manisthegood worksthat he can do. Itwill not make him
accepted by God.

2. Therighteousnessof GodisGod’'sown righteousness. ItisHisacceptance of us
based on our belief in what ] esus provided through His death on the cross:
forgiveness of sinsand imputing to us a righteousness that equals the law.

Isaiah 64:6: “Butweareall asan unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as
filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us
away.” Notoursin, butour righteousness, our good works, are as filthy menstrual rags.

Hebrews 6:1: “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go
on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and
of faith toward God.” We need to turn from our good works and our sin unto God for His
mercy. Putyourfaith, dependence, and reliancein ) esus.
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Genesis 15:6: “And he believed inthe LORD; and he counted it to him for
righteousness.” ThisOld Testament scripture describes how A braham believed God, W ho
then imputed righteousness to A braham’s account.

Romans 4:23-25: “Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed
to him; 2*But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
raised up J esus our Lord from the dead; ®Who was delivered for our offences, and
was raised again for our justification.”

Righteousness will beimputed to your accountalso, if you believein ) esus and whatHedid for
you. You also haveright-standing before God when you believein | esus.

Romans 5:17: “For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by
one, J esus Christ.”

GodoffersaGIFT of righteousness (right-standing before God). Itcost God thelife of
HisSon butis made availablefreely to usthroughfaith in esus.
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